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PREFACE. 



It will doubtless appear to many scarcely less than 
impertinent, in the midst of the stirring events of 
the times, and the multitudinous and ever-increas* 
ing demanda on time and attention, to obtrude so 
stale and unwelcome a subject as the coming of 
the Lord : a less appropriate and more unwelcome 
one, indeed, strange as the combination sounds, 
could scarcely he offered to the notice of both the 
world and the church. But each has its particular 
reasons for passing it by, and, with the exception 
of a voice raised bere and there, not a sound is 
heard to indicate that such an event can, by any 
possibility, he near, or that the scriptural intima- 
tions and warnings respecting it, at ali concem the 
present generation. 

In the midst of these discouragements-— of the 
world's turmoil and the church's apathy, in pur- 
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suance of an intention some time since expressed, 
of calling, by occasionai short and rousing appeals, 
as God might spare and enable him, attention 
to this increasingly-important tfaough neglected 
subject — the author, with grateful acknowledg- 
ments to Him who has condescended to make use 
of so unworthy an instrument, and in entire 
dependence on His blessing, offers this further 
contribution to that end. 

The form of dialogue suggested itself as varying 
and enlivening a not generally inviting subject, 
and as possessing, in a controversial one, increased 
facilitìes for the better statement of the argument, 
and the clearer and more pointed management of 
objectìons and replies. 

It is also with the same view of enlivening his 
subject, and of relieving it in some degree from 
the tedium of common-place, that the author 
takes his reader backwards for the counterpart to 
the prevailing apathy of the present generation, on 
one special form of truth, to the generation before 
the Flood. This, and the events of our day, so 
admonitory of the signs of the latter times, and 



not the desire of stxaining the parallelism beyond 
its just limits, nor the affectation of fixing dates,' 
the besetting sin of too many prophetic commen- 
tators, fiirnish the reasons for associating th e 
present year with the year of the Flood :— hearing 

this in mind — ^that though no man can say that 
this, or the next, or any other, is the year of the 

advent, so no man can say that it may not he ; — 
that the year, the day, the hour, may he at the very 
doors; and that, come when it will, it will take 
an unexpecting world by surprìse, as a thief in the 
night: — hearing this also in mind, that if it he 
presumption to determine the times and the 
seasons, which are known only unto God, God 
himself has given us numbers, from which to 
calcolate their near approach ; while the predicted 
signs of the same eventful epoch thicken around 
US, and bear their testìmony to the justice of our 
conclusions. And if the parallel thus drawn 
between the two epochs he not perfect, which of 
course it cannot he, it may he found to he more 
so than has evèr struck some thoughtless people ; 
while it fumishes deeper and more expansive 
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materìala for meditatiòn and alarm than eoold 
«otherwise be brought into use in a form so 
limited. 

The autbor's object in ibis little essay is not 
proselytism to a particular set of opinions. It is 
a matter of. comparative indifference, wbetber the 
reader of. tbis^ or any otber production of bis, 
beeomeg a OQnyexit to the various items of belief 
wbicb. are gen^rally supposed to be contained in 
tb^ vague ten», MilleHarianwn. But tbere is one 
on whi(^ ali the rest must depend, of preeminent 
importance, not as the basis of a system only, but 
as of the bighest practical tendency-*-^the Pbjs- 
MiLLENNiAL Aovb;n.t. It is tbis wbich — ^if the 
rmterated words of Scripture are to be taken in 
their plaiu aqd. most obv^ous meaning — is pre- 
eienti^d. to ue^ not as a quQsiàon» but as a fact :— 
it is to tbiS), s^ gi^^Di iP/ tbQ words of our Lord 
bims^lf, tbfit tbe autbpr, would once more oaU 
attentipn; trusl^pg^ if ^gar^d, to resumé tbe sub- 
jf^ct». OQ, a^ morf^ QxtpndM scale of Scripture evi^ 
denc^^on,^ futore ocoa^op. 

Tbis i^ nott in^fted) ^ time for tbe watchman 
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to be off hh post, or silent on it The eyents 
of ceoturks,, crowded iota a single year, admoiusl) 
US that a crìsis in the M^orld's history is at haud ; 
\7bile the propbetlc laud-uiarks, with whicb the 
Scriptures supply yx^ poiat to both the step9 and 
stages and the terrìble tbings of this cri^s, and the 
near approach of Hiw» in whose bands are its 
issues. Since the publication of the Author's 
last Tract* in May of last year, the "Frog 
Spirits/' whose commission it was the chief design 
of that Tract to exhibit, bave made rapid strìdes 
towards the eompletion of their work; and the 
world seems ripening apaee for the terrors of *' that 
great day of God Àlmighty." If the sudden oyer- 
throw of the French monarchy, and the irruption 
of revolutionary prìnciples, rusbing, as a sweeping 
torrent, over the nations, startled the repose of 
Europe in the early months of the last year, — the 
beaving surges of the same restless flood, — the 
note of intemecine war coming up from the East 
and the West, the Nortb and the South, — the 
advance to the scene of future intemational war, 

* The Sixth Seal and the Seventh Yìal. 
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of the Scythic hosts of the ^Prince of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tuhal,'* — and, above ali, the events 
which haye transpired, and are stili transpìrìng, 
in the very seat of the Beast, — ^the fons et origo 
of ali the spiritual ills that have afflieted Christen- 
dom for 1200 years: — ^these ali shew that the 
events of our day are advancing with rapid strìdes 
to their consummation, and admonish us to wait 
and watch as those whose loins are girded about, 
and their lights buming. 



*' Thb Bbow/' Combb Down, Bath ; Junt, 1849. 
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ANNO MUNDI 1656. 



Enos. Where bave you been, Jared ? We bave 
lost you of late. 

Jared. I bave been down io Laracb, wbere I 
bad not been tbese bundred years before. 

Enos. I bope you bave enjoyed yourseK? 

Jared. If I bave not, it was my own fault 
Truly tbere is enougb of spectacle and revelry 
tbere io satìsfy tbe most yoracious pleasure-bunter ; 
and you may believe I did not find myself in tbe 
great city afiber so fatìguing a joumey witbout 
taking my tìlì—fétesy processions, reviews, tbeatres» 
mysteries, gladiatorsbip, betrotbings and weddings, 
in never-ceasing succession. But tbere was one 
sigbt wbieb I bazard your lidieule in confessbg 
interested me more tban ali tbe rest 

Enos. Pray, wbat was tbat ? 

Jared. Tbat to be seen about balf-a-day's 
joumey from Laracb — old Noab, and bis ark, as 
be calls it ; a buge tbing ten times as big as ali 
tbe sbips in tbe world put togetber. Tbis monster 
edii^ce^ wbìcb looks fit for neitber land nor water, 
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ìB building, or indeed is built, on a piec% of sandy 
ground on the east of the city, to which the crazed 
old man verily believes the sea, or some other 
water, will come at his calling to float it Ali 
round the space in the centre of which the ark 
standB, are shedB and stalla for every animai you 
ever heard of, and many you never did hear o^ 
waiting to he marched, rank and file, mate with 
mate, into their wooden den; and, it must he 
confessed, that their keeper has given tolerable 
security for their good behaviour during their long 
voyage to the next world. Incredulity itself must 
be staggered at such an apparent miracle as bere 
presents itself. I could scarcely believe my eyes, 
when passing hastily round this novel menagerie, 
1 stumbled on a lion simply tied to his stali by a 
halter, and eating out of the same manger with an 
ass. But the most curious sight of ali was the 
patient old man himself : who, through a hundred 
and twenty years of every description of taunt and 
scoff, and frequently of attempted violence, has 
pursued from day to day his work and his warnings. 
There he stood, just as I had seen him a hundred 
years before, and, as is his wont, at a certain hour 
every day, denouncing the wickedness of the age, 
and proclaiming the stiU coming flood : in the cer^ 
tainty of which no lapse of time seems to shake his 
confidence. Every seventh day he goes to Larach, 



and there, in the great square of Ophel,* from the 
very steps of the tempie itself, unwearìed by 
repetition, and undismayed by insult, he proclaims 
to jeering multitudes bis denunciations and bis 
prophecies. The words which now caught my 
ear, as I stood with some 200 or 300 otbers, 
beneath the sbado w of the towering ark, y/ere 
these: — "Yet tbirty days, and the Windows of 
heaven will he opened, and the fountaìns of the 
abyss will he broken up, and the waters will rise 
on the earth and overwbelm every living tbing and 
every work of man. Repent, and fly to the ark of 
refuge : the door is yet open, but e'er a month 
has passed will he shut, and the day of mercy 

* It is not necessary to contend for the practice of 
ìdolatrj bj the antediluvians. Their total departure from 
God, and unmixed wìckedness ; its rìse so quickly after the 
deluge; and the fact that man in his apostate state, in 
every age and country, has adopted it, may be considered 
as nearly conclusive on the subject ; while the names and 
rites of the principal deities may have been preserved and 
transmitted by the sons of Noah, especially by Ham ; in 
whose family the first great scheme of postdiluyian 
idolatry was set up. Amongst these deities, if our opinion 
be correct, the early and uniyersal prevalence of post- 
diluyian serpent-worship would seem to warrant our assign- 
ing a high place to that idol, which has eyen been supposed 
to date its origin to the circumstances of the fall itself. 

Nor is it of much importance to the reader to be 
informed that Larach is giyen by Berosus, or rather 
perhaps by his copyers, as an antediluyian city, and made 
to be the birth-place and regal city of Sisuthrus, or Noah. 



closed for ever.** As these words were uttered, a 
missile flung at the yenerable speaker, but which 
passed harmless by him, raised a shout of derision 
in which his last words were drowned. 

Enos. 1 wonder the old fool has not had his 
head knocked off 1)efore this. 

Jared. It has not been for want of will ; but, 
somehow or other, no designs against him bave 
prospered* It is now fifty or sixty years ago that 
a party of NepMIim* undertook to despatch him, 
and to set fire to bis ship and ali the multifarious 
paraphanalia of his mock dockyard. But, instead 

* Various have been the conjectures of who the people 
thus denominated were : the temi ìtself impljing simply 
fàUen men, or beings of some kind, gives little information. 
Olir translators, following the Septuagìnt, cali them 
" giants** — a term of not much dearer import : there being 
not lesa than six other terms so rendered from the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Amongst other hypotheses which hare been 
entertained respecting these Nephilim, is that of their 
being the ofTspring of a preternatural intercourse between 
angels (who thus yiolated their trust and fell from their 
high estate) and women, and that ihey were thus endowed 
with more than the ordinary measure both of human 
power and human wickedness. In pursuance of this 
hypothesis, they have been further conjectured to bave 
been the originals of the Titans of ancient mythology. 
Whoever they were, the way in which they are mentioned 
appears to signalize them as peculiar to the age in which 
they lived, and as preeminent in the yiòlence and wicked- 
ness which characterised it. The reader will find some 
curious remarks on this subject in a work entitled Eruvin^ 
by the Rey. S. R. Maitland. 



of their fire touching him, or any thing of his, 
fire from beaven slew five of tbeir number, and tbe 
rest, terrìfied, abandoned their project; and, since 
then, an opinion bas prevailed, tbat tbe old man, 
fanatic as be is, ìs a ebarmed individuai, and tbat 
it is safest to let bim alone. And, indeed, notwitb- 
standing my prepossessions, I could not contem- 
plate bis venerable figure, and Irsten to bis solemn 
voice, witbout a feeling of respect and awe. 

Enos. Hallo, Jared I wbat is coming to you 
now? Verily, you bave not been to Laracb for 
notbing. 

Jared. You mistake me, Enos. I am not 
apologising for tbis arkite delusion. A delusion 
it must be. But, in spite of my convictions, I 
cannot get rid of tbe figure of tbe patriarcb : nor 
bave bis awful words ceased to sound in my ears — 
^^Yet tbirty days, and tbe Windows of beaven 
will be opened, and tbe fountains of tbe abyss 
broken up." 

Etios. Stay, Jared. No more of tbis. You 
will make us as great fools as your patriarcb 
bimself soon. -Depend upon it, tbe next time you 
go to Laracb, if tbe farce sbould last so long, be 
will get you into bis ark, and keep you safe, to 
belp people bis new world, wben we are ali food 
for fisbes. 

Jared. Do not be afraid. I am not likely to 
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8ee him or hìs ark again ; bui I may bave a worse 
fate tban tbat after ali. " Yet tbirty days" — How 
could I belp tbinking on tbese words wben I 
awoke tbis moming witb tbe recoUection, tbat tbis 
is tbe last of tbe tbirty days : wben I saw tbe sun 
rise brigbt and clear as ever, but soon disappear 
bebind clouds of unusual aspect, and as I walked 
along towards your bouse, and watcbed tbe 
beavens grow more and more overcast, and big 
drops begin to fall, tbe " Yet tbirty days" rung 
again and again — and louder and louder— in my 
ears, till, as I reacbed your dwelling, abating rain 
and returning ligbt, as I flattered myself, restored 
my composure, and dissipated my alarm, for tbe 
timo. 

Eno8. Wby wbat alarm are you talking of? 
Is heavy rain, or a dark day, anytbing uncommon 
at tbis time of tbe year? Have not ali tbings 
gene on tbe same from tbe beginning, from our 
fatber Adam to tbis day? You are nervous, 
Jared. Here, take a goblet of my last years' 
vintage. 

Jared. No, Enos, I am not nervous, and want 
no cordial. But, as birds and wild animals fore- 
scent a storm, or an eartbquake, and are said to quail 
under an unwonted senee of fear, so I confess myself 
to be at tbis moment under a strange but inde- 
scribable senso of alarm and apprebension of a 



coming catastrophe ; and bave you not observed that, 
while we are talking, the darkness is deepening, 
and the rain falling in increasing torrents ? 

Eno8. Well, what of that ? Every storni must 
have an end. Come, do as I recommend you. 
Here's to Hark ! What was that crash ? 

Jared. And this rain. You cannot say that 
you have ever seen anything like this ; and these 
awful flashes and terrific peals, under which the 
ground itself trembles. 

Enos. Your old prophet is, no doublé in fine 
glee just now, if they have this weather down at 
Larach. 

Jared, He will have cause enough to triumph 
in a few hours of these torrents, witbout the benefit 
of your insinuation. 

Eno8. Perhaps bis ark may float this way, and 
so you may get a berth in it at last, that is, if ever 
it shouid float at ali. 

JareéL This is no time for jesting, Enos. 
Thousands will witness the floating of the ark who 
will never reach it; and it is one of the things 
which, if it did no more, shouid have secured some 
respect for both the prophet and bis prophecy, 
that competent judges have given it as their 
opinion, that this vessel, huge and clumsy as it 
seems, is built in accordance with the strictest 
rules of art, and that there is no fear of its floating 



as lightly and as steadìly as the trimmest boat on 
the Phrat. 

Enos. As things begin to look, I wish I was in 
ity then. 

Jcareds Your wish and mine are equally yain 
now, Enos. It is but too plain that our day of 
grace is past, and we haye no one to thank for it 
but ourselves. Nothing but our own obstinate 
blindness could bave shut our eyes to the super- 
natural character of that extraordinary man. The 
astonishing £act of such an assemblage of animals, 
the most ferocious and untamed, as well as the 
domestic, coUecting around him with so little 
trouble, and proving as docile in bis hands as so 
many ehildren ; and that other equally astonishing 
fact, of a man, who knew no more of ship-building 
tban you or I, planning and constructing, with the 
most consummate skill, such a vast and compli- 
cate fabric as the ark; were surely enough, if 
there were nothing else, to convince ali, but the 
wilfiilly Qt judicially blind, of the Divine mission 
of the prophet And on me the heavier judgment 
must fall. You bave had no misgivings to stifle, but 
I confess, with useless remorse now, that I bave. 
You did not bear, but I did, the awful words from the 
mouth of the prophet himself — " Yet tbirty days, 
and the Windows of heaven will he opened, and the 
fountains of the abyss will be broken up." The 



day is come. These cataracts from above teli that 
the Windows of heaven are indeed opened, and the 
rocking earth bespeaks the heavings of the great 
abyss. We bave defied the Almighty: we bave 
mocked bis prophet, and laugbed at bis judgments, 
and now that our terror cometh. He will laugb at 
ùs. O that I bad listened to 
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Gaius, You were not in your seat this mornÌDg, 
Hermas. 

Hermas. No ; I went to bear Mr. D. 

Gaius. WbO) I suppose, has been dosing you 
with election. 

Hermas. No; I am not certain that he made 
any mentìon of election. 

Gaius. Millenarianism, tben. 

Hermas. Wbat, perhaps, you will cali Millen-. 
arianism; wbich, I presume, I am to understand 
as a term of reproacb ? 

Gaius. Yes. But you will permit me to make 
a distinction between yourself and the subject; 
and I could even extend a little indulgence to the 
latter, if it had not broken ali terms with me by 
perverting my friend. 

Hermas. I thank you for your consideratìon. I 
am in no danger of being elated by your compli- 
menti and am, you may be sure, too familiar with 
both reproacb and raillery to be much disturbed 
by either. 



12 



Oaius. Indeed, I have no disposition to take up 
eitiher. But I do not well see how you could 
expect to escape them. When a weak man is 
proselytìzed to some scheme of nonsenso, no one 
gives himself any trouble about him: we can at 
most only pity him. But when such a mind as 
yours fells before the same delusion, pity must 
givo place to astonishment 

Hermas. Pray, Gaius, (taking your compliment 
as I presume you intend it,) did it never strike 
you, that when miads of acknowledged competent 
powers embrace a doctrine not commonly received, 
or to them at least new, there may he more 
in it than the scoffer or the indolent inquirer 
knows of ? and that the fault may be less in the 
former than in the latter? 

Gaim. But Millenarìanism ! Pardon me, my 
good friend, what is there in that to redeem it? 
It appears to me nothing better than a system, if 
system it can be called, of unmixed nonsenso. 

Hermas. Everythingis nonsenso till pains bave 
been taken to understand it Will you allow me 
to ask you, if you ever in your life honestly read 
any treatise on what you term Millenarianism, or 
anything relating to it. 

Gaius, I cannot say that I bave. But — 

Hermas. My good friend, with such a con- 
fessioD, we will not, if you please, proceed any 
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farther in that direction. Bui you bave not yet 
inquired what was the subject of the sermon which 
led to this conversation. 

Gaius. Well, what was it ? 

Hermas. " Behold, I come as a thief ' (Rev. xvL 
15) — a solemn warning to a thoughtless world. I 
wish you could bave beard it 

Gaius. I can understand quite enougb of it 
Mritbout hearing it: — the usuai cant of the sect, no 
doubt, — "signs of the times," "speedy advent," 
** end of the world," " terrible judgments,^ and ali 
that. If we were to listen to these alarmists, the 
world would speedily come to an end, suro enougb, 
from very fright. 

Hermas. Compose yoursel^ my good friend; 
there is no fear of the world's frightening itself 
either into or out of its senses, from such causes, 
at present 

Gaius. Perhaps not ; but I bave no notion of 
being constantly barried by these alarmists, and 
having one's mind unsettled, and one's pursùits, 
and even one's duties, paralysed, by the expected 
coming of — 

Hennas. Of one, whose coming, to you, at 
least, would evidently not be welcome. But what 
if the doctrine proclaimed by these ^^ alarmists" 
sbould be true after ali? 

Gaius. Why, then, I prefer living in ignoranee. 
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If ali were to prooeed according to your prìnciples, 
the vorld would soon stand stili: the exchange 
would he deserted ; the bankers mìght keep their 
money ; the builder might leave bis stones in the 
quarry ; and the ship might lie at its moorings. 
Who would buy, or sell, or build, or care about 
provisìon for the future, or politicai or social 
improvements, if aU were infected with tbis wild 
notion of the second advent ? 

Hermas. Don't alarm yourself. There is no 
fear of the men of the world, in numbers sufficient 
to affect its course, or even its outward appearance, 
being frighted from their pleasures or pursuits by 
preachings or wamings of any kind ; and, as to 
the Christian, the doctrine can bave but one effect 
on him, namely, that of urgmg him to greater 
diligence. The man who cherishes a senso of his 
responsibility, and the hope of being received by 
bis Judge at his advent with a <^ well done, good 
and fedthful servant," and who, at the ^ame time, 
lives under the realizing impression that his timo 
may he short, and his opportunities terminated 
irrespective of his cali by death — is the very man 
to work while it is day. 

Gaius. But you do not mean to say that your 
preacher's text, taken out of a hook admitted by 
ali to be full of symbol and figure, fumishes any 
injunctìon to live imder such impression. 
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Hermaa. VtKjy wbat then does ìt funush? 

Gaius. Simply an announcement by God, tbat 
wbat be was tben revealing to Jobn in figure 
sbould come suddenly and unawares on tbe genera- 
tion to wbom it applied : just as Chrìst bimsel^ 
wben on eartb, used tbe same figure to describe bis 
coming in bis providenee to destroy Jerusalem and 
to overturn tbe Jewisb eburcb and polity. 

Hermas. Passing by for tbe present tbe assump- 
tion tbat Cbrist bimself, wben on eartb, gave an 
examplé of speaking of a figurative coming wben 
be spoke of bis personal coming, we bave ampie 
proof in tbe Apocalypse itself tbat wben be bere 
speaks* of tbat same event it is as a literal and not 
a figurative advent In tbe first cbapter bis 
coming is described as seen by every eye : tbis you 
will scarcely deny to be a personal advent And, 
in tbe last, tbe reiterated announcement of 
<<Bebold I come quickly," is associated witb bis 
baving bis reward witb bim, to give to every man 
according as bis work sball bè : tbat tbis, too, must 
be a personal coming you will scarcely venture to 
dispute. His second coming is, indeed, the 
leading event of tbe Apocalypse; and tbe 
preacber's text is a parenthetical note of waming 
in tbe midst of tbe outpouring of tbe last vials. 

Gaius. Stay, Hermas. You are taking me out 
of my deptb bere. I bave board so mucb about 
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enthufliasts losing themselTes in the Revelation, 
and leaying their senses behind them, that, I 
confess, I cannot plead guilty of eyer havìng read 
it through. I must, therefore, leave you in the 
enjoyment of ali you can make out of it But, 
I cannot so quietly giye up other scriptures, 
particularly that which you gay is an assumption, 
namely, that Christ meant his coming in judgment 
on the Jews when he spoke of his coming. 

HermoB. You will see, perhaps, presently, that 
I stand on firmer ground here, than even in the 
Scriptures which you giye up. There are seyeral 
reasons which might be adduced to show the 
inapplicability of this prophecy (Mat ' xxiy., 
Mark xiii., Luke xxL) to the destructìon of 
Jeroaalem* One of tfaese will, perhaps» ooeur to 
your recollection ; and, if there were no other, it 
Ì8 quite sufficient to put aside this imaginary 
interpretatìon. You will, perhaps, remember that 
our Sayiour, in the same conyersation in which he 
answers the doublé question proposed by his 
disciples, when the predicted destruction of the 
tempie should take place, and what should be the 
sign of his coming and of the end of the age; 
haying answered the first question, and haying 
warned them against false christs, and the notion 
of his appearing stealthily, or with public 
announcement of his being bere or there, told 
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them, in answer io the second, that bis coming 
should be as unknown, as unlooked-for, as sudden, 
and as swift as the lightning. To apply thìs 
simile to a figurative advent in the destruction of 
Jerusalem, is one of those licentious interpreta- 
tions which nothing but the stem demands of 
system could either require or permit The 
causes of the war which brought the Roman 
arms on Jerusalem were long in operation: the 
armies themselves were not assembled, nor their 
appointments for a siege completed, in a day ; and 
even after their invasion of the country and first 
advances on Jerusalem, they once and again 
receded, affording timely warning, and ampie 
opportunity of escape, to those who had profited 
by the advice of our Saviour himself in bis reply 
to the first question in that memorable conversa- 
tion, or who were actuated by the common prin- 
ciples of self-preservation. This was a strange 
course of events to be illustrated by lightning of 
ali things in the heavens or on the earth. 

Gaius. So» indeed, in your hands, it would 
seem; and I feel, now, what cause I bave to regret 
not being better informed on the whole bearìngs 
of the subject, that I might be a little more of a 
match for you. 

Hermas. Yes; but, my good friend, you do 
not hesitate to condemn, if not openly to scoff at 
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(as many others haye done), a doctrìne, of the 
true merita of which you confess your ignorance. 
Your case is, indeed, within my knowledge, un- 
bappily, a very common one; and through sudb, 
cbiefly, it is, that one of the most solemn and 
awakening appeals to a sleeping world is got rìd 
of, and the church loses what would, perhaps, 
prove to be its most influential cali to watchful- 
ness, sobrìety, and exertion. 

Gaius, One would suppose from you that the 
present world was as stupid and incredulous as 
the antediluvian one, and that its true duties and 
destinies were known only to a paltry sect 

Hermas. As to the numbers of those who are 
looking for their Lord's return, if they are com- 
paratively few, thìs is the very proportion which 
He bimself has foretold ; and with respect to your 
comparìson of the state of the present world with 
that of the old one, when' the flood carne upon it, 
it seems to bave escaped you that this is another 
of our Lord's own similes, to illustrate both the 
suddenness of bis coming and the unprepared and 
unbelieving state of the world at the timo of that 
event — rejecting the wamings of bimself and bis 
apostles, as the old world did those of Noab. 

Gaius, But you do not surely mean to draw 
any comparìson between the present world and the 
antediluvian one ? 
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Hermas. I did not mean to do so, except in 
the one single point of a special form of unbelief. 
Tbere may be a nearer resemblance, bowever, 
than you seem to imagine — a branch of tbe sub- 
ject of which, with yonr permìssion, I will take 
some notiee, presently. I wish, for a few moments, 
to keep your attention to the principal features of 
tbe simile — suddenness and unexpectedness ; tbe 
only ones, indeed, whicb, as regards tbe event itsel^ 
it will bear, notwitbstanding tbe old refuge, tbe 
siege of Jerusalem, has been resorted to bere also. 

Gaius. And wby is tbis refuge to be aban- 
doned ? 

Hermas, I might ask you, in reply, wby you 
again require me to sbew the disagreement of 
tbings so ìncongruous as the instantaneous flash 
of lightning, and the slow and interrupted advance 
of the Roman armies on Jerusalem ? So now, in 
the equally incongruous alloeation of tbe same 
notable and graduated advance, and the sudden 
and unlooked-for irruption of waters from above 
and beneatb, producing the flood. For, as in the 
very day that they were thoughtlessly pursuing 
their usuai business and pleasures, ^Ube flood 
carne and took them ali away," << so also shall the 
coming of the Son of man be." They had no 
warning but tbe long-despised waming of tbe 
prophet Noah : so, of His coming, tbere shall be 
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no waming but the predictions and signs giren 
by himself and bis apostles. If the antediluvians, 
in addition to the words of the prophet, had the 
sign of the ark so many years before their eyes, 
we, besides the far more numerous prophecies 
relating to the great event of the advent, bave 
building up before our eyes, and increasing in 
height year by yesx,B,ìottypharos of signs, casting 
its light over the dark uvaters of the world, for the 
use of those who will he guided by it 

Gaius, These are few enough at present ; and 
are not likely, I imagine, just yet, to he more. 
Men bave too much to do with the signs of the 
times, as they are to be consulted from day to 
day on the exchange, in the funds, in the share 
markets, in eleetions, in home and foreign politics, 
in the news of the day, and in the daily compe- 
tition and scramble for a share of this world's 
goods, to pay much attention to the glimmering 
rays of your pharos. 

Hermas, Most true. You bave, in a few words, 
well sketched the present character and condition 
of the leading European nations — even our own, 
the best of them ali ; and as for the rest of the 
world 

Gaius. Now for one of your Jeremiads ! 

Hermas. Neither my Jeremiads nor your Pin- 
darics, Gaius, will alter the true condition of the 
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world, or reyerse ita destiny. You may sing your 
songs of triumph, as though the victory were ali 
but won, and Satan ali but dethroned by your 
hands ; but this condìtion and destiny will never- 
theless remain to be discovered in the one only 
hook which reveals them. But this authority has 
hitherto gone for so little as to amount to next to 
nothing. The world laughs at it, and the church 
negleets it The one indulges in dreams of its 
self-progression in social and politicai regenerar 
tion ; the other, of its conyersion by ber means 
and present agencies. The Scripture counte- 
nances neither yiew; but by an oyerwhelming 
ma3s of eyidence to be drawn from the prophets, 
from Dayid.to John, including our Sayiour himself, 
teslifies to its progress in wars, yiolence, anarchy, 
infidelity, and yarious forms of antichristianism, 
till ripe for judgment, and arrested in its course 
by the coming of the Lord in person. And of 
this state of the world, and of the near approach 
of bis coming, he has condescended to giye signs 
which ali may read, and which ali who read may, 
if they please, understand; that is, if, discarding 
prejudice and party spirit, they seek honestly to 
do so with prayer for illumination from the Father 
of lights. But I cannot now go far into this 
subject; eyen supposing you prepared for it, 
which you obyiously are not: but would rather 



23 



press on your attention, as a preliminary trutb, the 
certainty, suddenness, unexpectedness, and pro- 
bable nearness of the' comÌDg of the Lord, as 
derìvable from his own words. If the varìous 
predictioiis relating to this oomingi so strangely 
wrested from theìr tnie position and meanicg, and 
applied to events with which, on examination, they 
are found to have no agreement, can he taken out 
of the hands which have thus mìsused them, and 
restored to their rightful place and intent» no 
trifling step will have been gained. But m the 
similes used by our Lord to illustrate his coming 
to which I have particularly referred, namely, the 
lightning and the flood, you will recollect that, 
with the latter, was associated a comparison of the 
state of the world at the time of that coming, with 
its state at the time of the flood. And if the 
similes referred to have no counterpart in the 
siege of Jerusalem, so this comparison is altoge- 
ther at varìance with the expectation of a pre- 
advent millennium, and dissipates at once the fond 
dreams of the world's regeneration by philosophers, 
politicians, and missionaries before the second 
advent Shut not your eyes to the words as they 
are written, nor trifle with them. Recollect, that 
it is the Lord himself who says, that as the world 
was in the days of Noah, so shall it be at the time 
of his second coming : that is, at the best, with a 
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comparative few who shall be found to bave taken 
shelter in the ark of refuge — ^bis church. 

Gaius* But may I not do as well now, and 
hope to do as well at last, without being perpetually 
under tbis terrible expectatìon ? 

Hermas. No^ Gaius* I answer without besita- 
tìon, no. You could not live the life of careless* 
ness and dissipation which you know you do if you 
did ; and the very word you bave used in speaking 
of tbis expectatìon of the advent sbows bow little 
prepared you are for it. Come wben it will, it will 
be terriblci Gaius, to the sinner only. 

Gaius. But will not looking for death do as 
well as looking for the second advent? I know 
very well I must meet tbis sooner or later. 

Herman. And so do ali men, and live ali the 
wbile as if there were no such thing near or 
around them. 

Gaius. How, tben, do you mean to show that 
the one expectatìon will do more than the other ? 

Hermas. By no elaborate disquisitìon; but 
simply upon principles so common to our nature, 
and so intelligible, that I anticipate a ready 
acquiescence in them even from you. The very 
&ct of death being common deprives it of its 
impressiveness, and that in proportìon as it ìs 
common. The soldier, the undertaker, and the 
gravedigger, for instance, are, perbaps, generally 
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speaking, amongst those who think least of the 
great enemy whose conquests they are so con- 
stantly called to witness. Our apprehen3ions are 
80 blunted by familiarity, and we are so mach in 
the habit of referring the deaths of others which 
we hear or read of to circumstances not perhaps 
our owD, to causes, from at least any imminent 
danger to which we may think ourselves exempt, 
or to accidents to which we are not, nor likely to 
he, exposed — that we unconsciously, but surely, 
acquire a habit of passing them by without a 
personal application. You read of a man who 
has fallen into a river and been drowned. But 
you do not expect to fall into a river; and so bis 
fette is as an event which does not concem you. 
Just so, you read of the young, who bave died of 
consumption ; of the middle-aged or elderly, who 
bave died of apoplexy ; of the old, who bave died 
because they were old ; and of the pbysidan, or 
the clergyman, who has &llen a victim to 
contagious disease. But you are neither consump- 
tive, nor apoplectic, nor old, nor called to expose 
yourself to the fevers of the poor; and so their 
case is not made your own. You meet, perhaps, 
eyery day in the Street, or every week at church, 
the same person you hame met for twenty or forty 
years, and you transfer bis permanence to youself. 
In the latter instance, on some particular occasion, 
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the very sermon Ì8, perhaps, on death: but the 
figure of an old woman in the aisle, or a pale face 
in an adjoining pew, suggests to you the more 
appropriate illustration of the preacher's subject; 
and, with the erect hearing of vìgorous manhood, 
you walk out of that church, and leave it and 
death behind you. Nay, the very mode by which 
modem society has made provision to meet some 
of the tempora! evils of death, lends its aid to the 
delusion. You, now, Gaius, vfìth a life worth, I dare 
say, thirty years' purchase in any office in England, 
what can homilies on death bave to do uvith you? 

Gaius. You bave hit the nail closer on the 
head than you were, perhaps, aware o£ I bave 
just made a small investment in a tontine; to 
derive any benefit from which, I am told, I shall 
probably bave to wait just that time. But, if any 
man may feel strong in life, I think I may. My 
father ìs eighty, and my grandfather died at 
eighty-two, from a fall down some unfinished steps 
in a new house that he was building; and the 
surgeons, on a post^mortem examination of bis 
body, declared tbat there was nothing to prevent 
bis living ten years longer. 

Hermas. And so you presume, and very natu^ 
rally, according to the false conclusions of fallen 
humanity, that you, too, may reckon upon eighty 
or ninety years, and may keep death and bis 
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monitora at a distance for years to come. You 
are, perhaps, ready to say, that the expectation of 
the coming of Christ, near as it may be, being yet 
uneertain as to its time, would bave no more effect 
tban the equally uneertain period of death ; and, 
with respect to the mass of the depraved and the 
thoughtless, you are, probably, right, — those who 
are determined to leam nothing from God or man, 
from Scrìpture or experience : though it would be 
presumptuous to say, even bere, that a means of 
waming and alarm of God's own appointment, 
which it undoubtedly ìs, should fail to take effect 
on some of tbe number, with whom ali others had 
failed ; while, with a class less depraved and more 
thoughtful, the solemn and untried appeal might 
be expected to have a much more extensive effect, 
— while, again, these effects on those who are 
already looking forward to this glorious coming, 
though through a long vista of ages, with the 
gloomy portai of death in the foreground, would 
be most delightful. The possibility of having 
the cheering hope, even of an apostle, verified in 
themselves — of being clotbed upon, rather tban 
unclothed; of escaping the dire penalty of sin, 
which has had (with two only exceptions, that we 
are acquainted with,) to be paid by every child 
of Adam ; of being taken from the evil to come ; 
and of meeting Him whom they have desired to 
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serve and long above ali things to see, and who 
they know, unwortby as they are, and defective as 
their Services bave been, will bring bis reward 
witb bim ; to live under tbe animating expectatìon 
tbat tbeir bopes may be realised any year, any 
montb, any day ; would, indeed, be life, and joy, 
and victory, — support in trial, strengtb in temp- 
tation, consolation in trouble, and encouragement 
in work, — wbieb tbe bope of heaven, seen tbrougb 
tbe dark and dismal valley of tbe sbadow of deatb, 
has not tbe sanie power to impart 

Oaius. Well, you bave given me sometbing to 
tbink of, at any rate; wbicb, I suppose, is as 
mucb as you expect to be said by one so little 
accustomed to tbink for bimself. But, before we 
part, will you allow me to ask you two questions ? 
Do you wisb me to understand, in tbe eomparìson 
wbicb you bave drawn— 

Hermas. Pardon me: it is not / wbo bave 
drawn it 

Gaius. Well, tben: in tbe eomparìson wbicb 
you bave adduced, do you mean me to understand 
tbat I am to consider you as implying tbat tbe sin 
of Cbrìstians in the present day, in not listening 
to tbe wamings of tbe coming of Cbrìst, is as 
great as tbat of tbe antediluvians in not listening 
to the wamings of Noah ; and tbat the state of 
tbe world ia as bad now as it was tben ? 
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Hermas. I will endeavour, in a few words, io 
reply to both parta of your question ; premising 
one observatìon, common to them both : guilt is 
relative, and is in ali cases to be measured by the 
capadty and the means of knowledge of the moral 
agent With respect to the first — the guilt of 
the antediluvians in despising the warnings of 
Noah — it is first to be observed, that their guilt 
lay rather in refusing to listen to him as a reprover 
of wickedness and a preacher of righteousness, 
than as a prophet ; of bis warnings of the wrath 
to come on them as sinners, rather than of bis 
prediction of the Flood. So the sin of the present 
generation, in Christian countries, — our own, for 
instance, as the most favoured, — consists, like that 
of the antediluvians, more in tuming a deaf ear to 
the preachers of righteousness, their warnings to 
flee from the wrath to come on both the living and 
the dead, and their invitations to seek sbelter in 
the Gospel ark of refuge, than in slighting the 
predictions of the coming of the Lord and the 
judgments to fall on the living. Nevertheless, 
though the lesser guilt is in both cases over- 
shadowed by the greater, it is not to be contended 
that there is none. Noah had credentials which 
entitled bis predictions to as much respect as bis 
preaching ; and the prophecies which come to us 
respecting the coming of the Lord (and bere we 
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arrive at the standard of comparison alluded to 
above), come not only with the signet of ìnspira- 
tion impressed on them, but with marks, if we will 
attend to them, by which we may discover their 
special application to us. The prophets, indeed, 
not only deliver their messages to us with equal 
credentials, but they also find us better prepared 
to receive them — with higher advantages from 
revelation, and from intellectual powers, than we 
bave any reason to believe the antediluvians pos- 
sessed. But, if the guilt of slighting the special 
warning be comparative, both with respect to the 
two particular generations, and also in its relation 
to the higher guilt of despising the law of righte- 
ousness and the message of mercy; let us not 
deceive ourselves with the notion, that, in neglect- 
ing the numerous prophecies of the coming of the 
Lord, the reiterated warnings and calls to watch- 
fulness for that event, and the means afforded us 
of learniug their special application to our own 
case, that there is no sin. Our foUy, at least, is 
great, and our sin may be greater than we suspect 
Now then, for the second part of your question 
— the comparison of the present state of the 
world with that of the paulo-ante-diluvian one. 
You think that no such comparison can be made. 
But let US see. Where shall we begin ? Suppose 
we look first at Christian lands, so called — lands, 
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"«rhose princes and people bave been the champions 
and' the professed foUowei^ of Christ for L800 
years ; and where, if any where, we should expect 
to find the people answerìng to their name» and to 
the working for so many centuries of the scherno 
expressly sent for the conversion of the world ; or, 
at any rate, that we should be able, by the 
conquests it had made, and the comparative few 
who remained to complete the state in which ali 
are expected to be found at the commencement of 
the millennium, to form some reasonable calculation 
from the number of years passed, and the rate of 
progress of conversion thence ascertained, how 
many remain of the few years which some sanguine 
calculators seem to reckon upon before the con- 
version of the whole. But what do we see? 
Look, first, at the nations earliest blessed with 
civilization as well as the Gospel — the countries 
of Southern or Papal Europe. Admitting that 
Grod has a few names even in Babylon, these 
countries^ form a part of the body of Antichrist, 
and as nations must be excluded in the mass; 
observing merely as to their social state, that 
superstition, infidelity, anarchy, revolution, and 
civil wars, seem to bave adopted them as their 
chosen seats, — and with respect to the nations of 
Protestant Europe^ the mask thrown over them 
by the fictitious name of Christian, our naturai 
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predilections for everything Protestante and the 
opinion which has grown up with us, that 
bere must be a Christian people, and that these 
nations, at least, must be, in a great measure, 
what they profess to he, bave ali tended to deceive 
US. Where, indeed, are we to look for a realiza- 
tion of these fond opinions? In the neologian and 
pantheistic protestants of Germany? In the 
deadness, formalism, and exclusiveness of the 
churches of Sweden, Denmark, and Holland? 
Or in the mockery of every thing Christian in the 
mingled infidelity, socinianism, and Papal intoler- 
ance in the Protestant cantons of the once- 
favoured Switzerland? Whoever will take the 
pains to ascertain the true state of religion in 
these countries will soon become sensible of their 
great and almost universal declension. But listen 
for a moment to authentic reports of the actual 
state of one or two of these countries. 

Of Sweden, the late Wesleyau missionary, the 
Rev. 6. Scott, writes to the editors of ^^ Evangelical 
Christendom" as follows : — <^ I regret to say that 
an experienced and influentìal friend in Stockholm, 
a Swede^ who has the best opportunity for forming 
a judgmenty writes me, under date October lOth, 
1848: — ^Disorder, lightness, sensuality, increase 
every where ; things are much worse than when you 
were bere; crime exceeds ali limits; contempt for 
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Christìanity makes great progress, and religious 
meetings can scarcely be protected by the civil 
power. God alone does so. The same spirit of 
anarchy and blindness which scourges the Southern 
continent reveals itself bere, and appears as a 
punishment for sin, coming over aU these nations.' '^ 
The social and religious conditìon of Germany 
seems even more deplorable. This statement may 
be confirmed from almost any authentic account 
taken at random; but the foUowing short and 
graphic one, taken from a paper issued by the 
Conference of Evangelical Protestants, held at 
Wittemberg, in September, 1848^ and attended by 
** above 500 brethren" from ali parts of Germany, 
may be considered as giving a faithful representa^ 
tion of the present condition of that section of 
chiefly Protestant Christendom : — " The usuai 
bonds of social life are broken, law has become 
powerless, and love is converted into hate. Exas- 
peration prevails among the German races so 
nearly related to each other ; property is insecure, 
and the poor, without labour and without bread, 
are left an easy prey to seducers and revolutionists. 
The great cities are an arena of party feuds and 
reckless factions, of ingratitude, perfidy, and even 
of assassination. It is as if the spirits of the 
abyss had ascended to seduce and destroy us."* 

* Evangelical Christendom for Dee, 1848. — ^A stili 
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Take, again, Holland, in which the candle of 
the Reformation shone so loDg and so steadily; 
though now burning dìmly, and threatened with 
being extìnguished quite, in the mephitie atmos- 
phere of Socinianism and Ratìonalism. At a 
meeting of Christian friends, held at Amsterdam, 
in October last, for eonsultation on the state of the 
Reformed Church, a resolution, of which the 
foUowing is an extract, was passed : — '^ That, in 
the Reformed Church of the Netherlands, injustice 
is wiekedly dono to the confession of the truths 
that are known to the Christian Church in general, 
and to the Reformed Church in particular; as the 
inspiration of the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 

more recent correspondent writes thus : — " Since November, 
our state in Prussia has been somewhat quieter ; but the 
probabilità is stili that we are going to be plunged fully 
into the depth ; and we deserre it, for the want of religion 
in the minds of our people is enormous and appalling. 
You haye no idea of the shocking influence exercised by 
the politicai movements in this respect. Our churches in 
Halle, with the exception of the little chapel of Mr. 
Ahlfield, stand almost emptj on Sundajs; even my 
congregation has extremely diminished. In the large city 
of Magdeburgh, you would not find in most of the 
churches, in the moming service, more than twenty or 
twenty-five hearers. As to the students, they proved 
excellent after the revolution; but during the winter 
semestre, their zeal has diminished, no new inquirers have 
been added, and we may expect to see even worse times." 
— Zctter from Dr, Tholuck to Sir C. E, Eardley^ barty in 
" Evangelical ChristendonC' for June. 
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New Testamenti, the Trinity, originai sin, satis- 
faction by the blood of the cross, justification by 
faith alone, regeneration, sanctification, and free 
grace;" — ^^That this injustice is undeniable, not 
only in the suffering, but in the obtruding, espe- 
cially in preaching and public instruction, of 
doctrines like those which at present are advocated, 
especially in the Dutch Reformed Church; for 
instance : that the Bible is a human hook, not the 
word of God, but in which the word of God must 
be sought ; that the Son of God is not God, but a 
creature next to God ; that the Holy Ghost is not 
a power as the Father and the Son ; that to the 
salvation of sinners no satisfaction at ali to God's 
vindictive righteousness was required; that the 
death of the Lord Jesus was only a manifestation 
of the greatness of sin, and a testimony of God's 
unconditioned love, and no suffering and death in 
our place ; that to adoro the Son as true God is 
idolatry; to see in bis propitiating sacrifico the 
ransom of sin, llood-theology ; to assert the infalli- 
bility of the apostolic writìngs, apostle-worship ;" &c. 
Such is the condition of Protestantism in the 
national churches of the leading Protestant divisions 
Qf Continental Europe, Protestantism it may stili 
be called, inasmuch as it is opposed to Popery. 
But ali that once gave eminence and distinction to 
that honoured name has fled. 
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From countries where religion is supposed to 
have been restrained in its vital prìnciples and 
onward propensities by the remains of superstition, 
and the fetters of state control, let us tum to one 
where priests bave never ecclesiasticised it, and 
wbere prìnces and parliaments bave never meddied 
witb its independence — the boasted land of civil 
and religious liberty. Here we shall bave an 
opportunity of seeìng what the Gospel, left to its 
free course, in the hands of free agents, can do. 
Surely here we sball find one people, at least, 
brought under its softening and humanizing influ- 
ences: holding up to the countries which bave 
been denied their advantages a pattern of what 
they may be, and the means of attaining it But 
what do we see ? In surprise, we exclaim — Is it 
bere that this example is to be sought ? Here ! 
wbere whips and chains, and prisons, and stripes, 
and scars, (fitly emblemed on the national banner,) 
loom strangely in bold relief from amongst the 
insignia of Liberty ? Is it bere ! where man is 
bougbt and sold by bis fellowmen at public marts, 
witb otber goods and chattels — where, amidst 
creeds which profess that the black man as well as 
tbe wbite is washed in the blood of Christ, be is 
flogged, tortured, and ground to powder, by 
wretches witb the names of Christ and Liberty in 
tbeir mouths: — where, even in the churches, bis 
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default of the aristocracy of colour condemns him 
as unworthy to mingle with the race of nobler 
blood ; thrusts him ìnto a corner to worship alone, 
or with his fellow Pariah, and excludes him even 
from the table of the Lord till his betters have 
been served before him, as dogs are fed apart from 
their master^s table ? Is it this you cali Chrìsti- 
anity? Spare the name from prostitution to such 
a mockery of its meaning as this. To me it is 
nothing less than blasphemy against the sacred 
name by which they presume to cali themselyes, 
and an insult to our common humanity. I see you 
quail, and well you may. 

Gaius, Why this is rather rough handling, 
Hermas. You knock away one of my main props, 
and wonder that I cannot, on the instant, recover 
my standing. 

Hermas. I tremble too ; but it is with miugled 
horror and indignation. The heart sickens at the 
thought that this is the condition of millions in one 
of the most vaunted of Christian lands in the 
nineteenth century of the preaching of the Gospel, 
and would faint altogether, if there were not some 
better and more speedy prospect of its termination 
than the continuance of the same means, with the 
same agencies, promises. 

Shall we look to the heathen world ? — heathen 
stili, with comparatively few exceptions, as left by 
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the Apostles themselves? Here, indeed, are 
cheerìng scenes, and cheering prospects, for those 
who will understand them, and take the word of 
God, rather than their own sanguine temperaments 
and confidence in human means, as their guide. 
Many inroads have, since then, been made upon 
the dark places of the earth ; but, as a counterpoise 
to this, ìf you will take a map, and cast your eye 
over that portion of the globe lying between the 
Adriatic and the Caspian, you bave before you vast 
regions, equal to nearly the whole of Europe, once 
dotted thickly over with Christian churches, now 
obliterated from the map of even nominai Christen- 
dom-HSunk in the profound ignorance and proud 
fanaticism of the Eastern imposture, or in trembling 
subservience to this, in the scarcely subordinate 
ignorance, and more debasing superstitions, of the 
Greek Church. 

Gaius. But what of England? You bave 
omitted it altogether, and would almost induce one 
to think you had dono so by design, as not suiting 
your purpose* 

Hermas. You judge wrongly. It will, perhaps, 
appear that my purpose is served as little by its 
omission as yours by its introduction. But the 
truth is, I reserved it purposely to the last 
Measured by the standard intimated, England is, 
perhaps, nationally the most guilty of ali the 
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nationa. Here is, no doubt, the largest amount of 
true religion — of Christian principle and practice ; 
and, at the same time, the greatest aggregation of 
vice and immorality, and of national and individuai 
disregard of the law of God, that was ever found 
in any nation in actual intermixture with, and in 
the perpetuai presence of, so much of their 
opposites — a strange union of beauty and 
deformity, light and darkness, life and death; 
presenting a similar anomaly in the moral world, to 
the assoeiation of some of earth's most beauteous 
scenes with pestilence and death, sometimes found 
in the naturai Look first at its numerous institu- 
tions for the relief of poverty, ignoranee, and 
disease; its Bible and Missionary societies; and 
the number of places in which the true God is 
worshipped in spirit and in truth. Here are the 
lawns and streams and blue hills of the sun-lit 
landscape. But look again, and you will perceive 
this fair scene marred by deadly plants, and more 
deadly animals: wbile over ali, and intermingled 
with ali, floats an atmosphere charged with the 
seeds of pestilence and death. Look at its gin 
palaces, erected to Iure their thousands to destruc- 
tion of body and soul, and permitted by the 
Legislature for the sake of the largo returns they 
bring to the Revehue; and its beer shops 
(encouraged for the same reason), strewed in never^* 
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ending sticcession along the path of the labourìng 
man, in town and country; as if on purpose to 
multiply the points of temptation, and to leave hìm 
without a chance of escaping ultimate abandonment 
to his besetting sin. Look again at its statistica of 
crime, of prostitution, and of ignorance;^ to say 
nothing of the countless forms and vast extent of 
vice, stealthy and silent, which never come to the 
light, concealed by the arts of successful villany, 
or gilded over with the refinements of rank and 
wealth, and the specious nomenclature of a false 
morality. Look at its intense and almost uni- 
versa! worship of Mammon ; on whose aitar — by 
toii, by competition, byeager baste and over-tasked 
energies, by disappointment, by heart-achings and 

* Some sanguine persons, both in politics and religion, 
wliose theories of the world^s politicai and moral progression, 
require, like other theorìes, some show of proof for their 
support, seize hold, from time to time, of some locai or 
ifiolated criminal statistics which appear to favour them. 
Bnt the real facts are lamentablj otherwise, especiallj as 
regards crimes of yiolence, and juvenile and female crime. 
Murder — a crime once known almost anjwhere rather than 
in England, and reflecting, by its comparative frequency in 
other countries, honour both on our laws and national 
character — ^has come to require a weeklj, and sometimes a 
dailj, place in our joumals. Murder and manslaughter, to 
use the words of the John BttH newspaper, have become 
the staple crimes of England. And, as to the increase of 
juvenile and female crime (a gloomy prospect for the 
ooming generation), the reader is refeired to Mr. Worsley's 
Frize Essay on Juvenile Depravity. 
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heart-breakings, by slow or sudden suicide — tens 

of thousands are sacrificed yearly* Look further 

at one of its most gigantìc^ and gigantic as it is, 

yet growing sins — Sabbath desecration ; increased 

a hundred fold since the introduction of steam 

carriage.* And look, lastly (though ibis melan- 

choly catalogue admìts of mueb greater extension), 

at the state of the churches — the spiritual declen- 

sion, and the growth of worldliness, more or less, 

in ali : hastened onwards, in the National Church, 

by its bondage to the State (a widely different thing 

from a beneficiai alliance), and its deep infection 

with Romanism ; and, in the Dissenting churches, 

by sectarian and politicai strife and agitation. 

And, now, if we bring this state of the earth, 

eyen of its best parts, to the standard proposed — 

that to be formed from the progress of time and 

events, and the incalculable advances in light and 

knowledge, and especially from the fact, that that 

great event, which the antediluvians looked dimly 

forwards to through more than two thousand years, 

^ How does it add to the alreadj fearful magnìtude of 
national guìlt in tliis respect, and the alarm which the 
Christian politician maj justlj entertain with regard to the 
future, that the second reading of Mr. Locke*8 Bill, for a 
compulsory provision for Sunday trarelling, was lost by 
a majority of only nine! And what a blot is it on 
Liberalismi so-called, that its principal Mends are found 
amongst the promoters of this act of disregard of the law 
of God, and of tyranny over the rights of conscience I 
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has become to us a subject of historic and inspired 
record, and is looked back upon for nearly the 
same number of years — when we form our estimate 
of the world's guilt by this standard, it is impossible 
to conceive what may he its amount as accumulated 
on the present generation, especially in its most 
favoured parts — the so-called Christian nations. 

You may recollect that the guilt of Capemaum 
was declared by our Saviour to he greater than 
that of proverbially the most guilty city on record, 
and why ? Not for any parallel crimes : not that 
ìt fell in its morals or in its religious observances 
below the ordinary standard of other Jewish citiee, 
and which, formai and defective as they were, were 
yet far before those of the heathen world 
generally; but because it rejected the light when 
brought to it 

And let it not be forgotten, that at the time 
Jerusalem was visited by judgments more terrible 
than over fell on any other city, it was the only 
capital city amongst the nations in which the 
worship of the true God was opealy maintained. 
But this could not save it. It was because it knew 
not the time of its visitation — for its Pharisaism, 
hypocrisy, blindness, and rejection of the promised 
Messiah; who daily stood in its midst working 
miracles which none else could perform, and in 
whose coming were exactly fulfiUed ali the predic- 
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tions relating to his lineage and the tìme and place 

of his birth, &c. Here was not only the true 

religion, but a more general and punctual though 

formai performance of ita outward duties, than of 

those of any other religion by the inhabitants of 

any other city on earth. But this could not save 

it The light carne to it, and it preferred darkness 

rather than light : their promised King, knpwn to the 

few who had watched the signs of the times and were 

waiting for his coming, ita people rejected and put 

to death ; and, therefore, were they given up to 

punishment till then unexampled. We have Him 

not, it is true, thus before our eyes ; but we have 

Him with equal credentials daily set forth amongst 

US in his word and ordinances. And although he 

has been thus set forth to us and to the rest of 

Protestant Europe for three centuries — By how 

many is he absolutely rejected? By how many 

more tirtually so ? By how largo a projportion of 

professors are the purifying and sel&denying 

principles of the Gospel superseded by a mass of 

Pharisaism, selfishness, and hypocrisy? And in 

what a comparative few do these principles really 

live and show tbemselves by their fruits? How 

great may he the amount of guilt thus accumulated, 

and stili accumulating, none can telL Nothing, 

at any rate, in such a view of the case, can less 

become us than the self-complacency, adulation, 
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and boasted security, national, social, and indi- 
viduai, in whicb some are in the habit of indulging. 

Gaius. Wbat, tben, do you mean to do with 
tbe world, and wbat do you make of the prophecies 
whicb declare that it sitali he converted? 

Hermas. Two very naturai questions for one 
labouring under your prejudices to ask. In reply, 
then, I wish you to understand that I, and ali who 
are with me, not only bave the same faith in these 
prophecies, and in the entire conversion of tbe 
word as their fulfilment, whicb you bave ; but that 
we look for tbis consummation with a certainty, 
distinctness, and proximity, whicb no faith resting 
only on the experience of the past or on present 
reports can reach to. A fair comparison of the 
state of tbe world as it is now, with its state 300 
or 1200 years ago, must force on the reluctant 
conviction of the most sanguine, that by tbe same 
means and at tbe same rate of progress, hundreds, 
nay thousands, of years may yet pass before the 
world may become nominally, much more truly 
converted to Christ When now, at the end of 
1800 years, I look on the vast regions, and 
the almost countless millions, yet immersed in 
beathen darkness, and the nations and tbe millions 
of semi-beathen Christians, doomed, for any date 
I bave yet to go upon, to Unger on as many 
centuries more, under the dominion, not of Christ, 
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but of hÌ8 antagonisti the god of this world, I 
should Bit down in absolute despair if I had not 
some better ground of hope to look to than your 
creed has yet admitted. For want of this foundar 
tion, and sent to bis work with the Scriptural 
statement concealed firom bim — that he is called to 
labour under a dispensation not of uniyersal con- 
version of the nations, but of a gathering out of 
them till the number of the elect is complete, the 
poor missionary meets with disappointments and 
discouragements, and not seldom sinks ìnto an 
early grave, because bis labours bave been great 
and bis converts few : not perceiving that in that 
few the promises are fulfiUed, or more than fulfilled, 
in bis particular case. 

Not, howeyer, to dwell on a part of the subject 
which is only incidental, the principal questions 
submitted to our consideration as the result of the 
wbole, and to which it was my chief design to 
draw your attention in the present conversation, 
are — Wbether the coming of the Lord is near or 
remote? and, consequently, wbether we are to 
live in expectation of it, or in forgetfulness or 
indifference respecting it? Wbether it is to 
precede or to follow the Millennium ? and, conse- 
quently, wbether the world is to he converted first 
or afterwards? In other words — Wliicb of the 
two are to be received as truth — the word of the 
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Lord, which declares that the world at bis coming 
shall resemble that when overtaken by the Flood, 
and Sodom when overwbelmed with fire ; — or the 
word of man, which says, that at the time of that 
event it shall resemble neither, but shall he 
converted in ali its tribes, and in the enjoyment of 
millennial peace and righteousness : when " a sea 
of bliss unbounded" shall <^ spread o'er earth from 
* pole to polo,'' and when, and not till then, <^ shall 
come the great Messiah" ?* 

I need not attempt to demonstrate to you that 
the two doctrines are diametrically opposed to each 
other ; that they cannot consist togetber, and that, 
consequently, one or the other must he given up ? 
Which is it to he ? 

Gaius, After taking so much pains with me, I 
suppose I ought to he ready with a prompt answer 
to your question ; and I hope you will not think 
me either stupid or stubborn if I am not 

Hermas. Do not fear; I must accuse myself 
if I did. My prejudices — and, by consequence^ 
my difficulties — were as great as yours, till the 
very pressure of the difficulties themselves drove 
me to further inquiries; and there is no more 
doubt in your case than in mine, that the same 
oourse will lead to the same result I will only 
add, that the evidence I bave addueed being that 
* Jubilee Hynm, by the Bey. Dr. Baffles. 
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of one witness only, gives but a amali part of the 
whole case. It is true, that it is that of the 
prìncipal witness, and can stand alone, complete 
and decisive. But the further evidence given, 
both by Himself, and by other witnesses inspired 
by Himsel^ is so copious and diversified that I 
venture to predict, that, with a little less confidence 
in self, and a little more dependence on the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, your reluctance to receive 
the great truth of the premillennial advent, will 
give place to astonishment that you should bave 
been blind to it so long. 



APPENDIX. 



In an artide in a recent number of the British 
Quarterly Remew^ on ^^ Modem Millenarìanism," 
while it has expended above sixty pages in treatr 
ing, in the customary way, and with considerable 
skill — the expectations of the Jews, their restorar 
tìon, the covenant, the kingdom of Christ, the 
resurrection, the character and standing of those 
in the flesh during the Millennium, the times and 
seasons, &c; it has left untouehed the great 
question of the premillennial advent — that very 
one on which ali that is most interesting, and ali 
that is practical, in the system termed Millen- 
arianism, but which would he more properly 
designated Premillemnianism, hangs, — and with- 
out a right judgment in which ali the others are 
little worth. 

In the question which only comes second to the 
preceding, — that which relates to the Jewish 
restoration, — the reviewer, speaking of the mille- 
narian interpretation of the Old Testament pro- 
pheciee, viz^ that the literal promises to the literal 
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Israel, couched as they are in terms the most 
exact, circumstantìal, and defined, that language 
admits o( can be taken in no other sanse tban 
that ivhich such language universally requìres, 
asks, <^ Where, then, is the destiny of the Church 
discloaed ?" We might as well ask, why our Lord, 
in the prayer which he gave to his disciples, made 
no mention of an atonement, nor gave them any 
instructions to come to the Father by Hìm ? We 
may, indeed, ask in turn, what kind of prophedes 
we sbould expect to find respecting the Christian 
church, before its Head was fully made known ? 
— for so obscurely was He revealed in these prò- 
phecies in his sacrificial and medìatorial character, 
that even his chosen disciples understood hìm not, 
till their eyes were miraculously opened. Re- 
taining, however, our principio of interpretatìon 
in regard to these prophecies, there are stili 
abundant allusions to the glories of the universal 
Church of the latter days, embracing, as is ex- 
pressly declared, the Gentile nations ; but, in every 
instance, this consummation is, directly or in- 
directly, expressly or by implication, put in con- 
junction with the previous restoratìon and conver- 
sion of Israel, For instance, does Isaiah (eh. xi.) 
prophecy that ^Uhe earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
«ea"? — It shall be in that day when both "the 
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outcasts of Israel and the disperseci of Judah" 
shall be gathered together from the four corners 
of the earth. Is it saìd in the same prophet 
(eh. xlix.)^ in relation to the Messiah, ^< I will also 
giye thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation unto the ends of the 
earth"? — It is in antithetical juxtaposition with 
the raising up the tribes of Jacob, and restoring 
the preserved of Israel. Does God, by Jerenùah 
(eh. xxxi.), announce to the houses of Israel and 
Judah, that He will make a new covenant with 
them, under which He will write bis law in their 
hearts, and cause them to know Him, from the 
least of them to the greatest? It is in imme- 
diate conjunctiou with the promise of their re- 
establishment in their cities and the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem, <<never to be plucked up or thrown 
down any more." 

But the most singular fact connected with this 
subject in the article in question, is this : — The 
reviewer not only reads without conviction the 
reiterated and graphic predictions of the restora- 
tion of the Jews, conveyed in every form of 
language which can give distinctness and certainty 
to these remarkable prophecies, but can indulge in 
a calm and eloquent review of their history and 
present state; can even write as foUows : — ^^ Israel's 

F 
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problem does not lie in isolateci facts, be they few 
or many. It consista in themselves, their existence. 
It is the problem of a people dispersed throughout 
the nations for centuries, and remaining unab- 
sorbed ; a people surviving for nearly two thousand 
years the loss of their national territory, and with 
it the destruction of their national polity, and the 
essentials of their national religion* Such is 
Israel's condition, not merely as it was foretold in 
the sacred books of the people, a fact no scepticism 
ean discredit; but as it lies exposed throughout 
the world to ali who can compare what they them- 
selves behold with the testimonies of general 
history. Is this a problem any infidel philosopher 
can solve?' After ali this, the writer ean fall 
back on (as far as the poor Jew is concemed) the 
cold theology of bis school, and leave the great 
problem as he finds it — a problem stili : accepts, 
and argues from, the prophecies which foretell this 
marvellous dispersion and protracted existence, but 
deliberately rejects those which proclaim the only 
issue to this standing miracle which can reach its 
demands and solve the problem — the national 
reunion of the same people. One might be almost 
tempted to imagine that in this hasty rhetorical 
sketch the writer was displaying bis skill in experi- 
menting how far it is possible, like the moth with 
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the candle, io play round an obnoxious truth 
ivithout falling into it 

Again. In an article in a previous number of 
the same journal, on the Life and Wrìtings of 
Spinoza, the reviewer, quoting Spinoza's theory 
respecting the dispersion of the Jews, viz., << that 
by the adoption of exclusive religious rites they 
made themselves odious to ali other nations,'' 
supposes a person replying to him by asking him — 
" Well : but what do you do with the prophecies ?' 
What, indeed ! Spinoza, truly, took the difficulty 
at a leap and cleared it, by making Ezra to he the 
author of the Pentateuch, and the prophetic books 
in general merely fragments coUected from ali 
quarters. This, of course, is a flight beyond the 
reach of an orthodox commentator. But Spinoza's 
theory of the dispersion is as good as any other 
brought to explain the perpetuai miracle, which 
exdudes the prophecies which foretell the national 
restoration of the same people* Marvellous, 
indeed, it is, that any man can ask such a question 
as the one above, and stop short mih its applicar 
tion to one half of a prophecy or set of prophecies, 
fi. e.f taking the reviewer's position in a journal 
practically doing this,) should read one half of 
a passage denouncing dispersion and other judg- 
ments on the Jews, and give to that yet unhappy 
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people the benefit of their literal application, and 
vhile reading on, in language exactly similar, 
in terms equally precise, circumstantial and locai, 
and, indeed, in many instances far more so, should 
draw back and refuse him the other half. The 
infirmities of human judgment, bound in the 
trammels of theological systems and educational 
prejudice, can alone explain such a phenomenon ; 
and while in such a mode of handling the sacred 
text, an example is given of expository license 
vhich Spinoza himself might rejoice in — our 
efforts at convincing the Jew by arguments drawn 
from bis own Scriptures must be expected to he 
nugatory. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, that these 
remarks make no pretension to what is commonly 
called a "notice" of the review referred to. 
Occasion has simply been taken from it to point 
at the singular omission in an elaborate article on 
*' Modem Millenarianism," of what is, in fact, its 
primary feature, and which constitutes the principal 
subject of the preceding treatise — the pre- 
millennial advent ; and also to direct the reader's 
attention, in the mode of dealing with another 
fundamental article in millenarian belief — the 
restoration of the Jews, to what extent prophecy 
may be sported with, and the rules of criticism. 



53 



and the laws of language, set at nought at the 
bidding of system or prejudice, and how possible 
it is, in the use of an unguarded scheme of inter- 
pretation, to discem in the eye of the Jew or the 
Neologian, the beam which is but the reflection of 
the one in our own. 



THE END. 
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